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WEST POINT SUTLERS

The UK and Europe’s most respected
American Civil War supplier

RFD 1951 West Midlands

See West Point at major American Civil War & multi  -period
events in 2009

Union & Confederate Haversack fillers
uniforms made to

order or off the peg Muskets & other

weaponry

Menod6s womenod
childrends ci
clothing

Leatherwear
Brasswear &
Second hand Insignia
clothing

ﬁm Phil & Jayne Olden
21 Edgewood Road

Rednal

Birmingham
B45 8SB
Tel: 0121 453 7016

Mob: 07974 956401

Email: westpointsutlers@blueyonder.co.uk

www.westpointsutlers.org
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2009 Christmas Dance

Saturdayt®ecember 2009
7.30pmmidnight

Alsager Civic Centre ,
Alsager, Cheshire ST7 2AE
Tickets £9 each
Barndance/Ceilidh provided by
OoThe Slippery Hil/l
a 4piece band specialising in American folk and
Blue Grass style music

Hot food will also be available by purchase of a separa
£6 each

For tickets contact: Debbie & Howard Davies,
11 Winston Avenue, Alsager, Cheshire ST7 2BE
Tel : 01270 873998
Email debjdavies@tesco.net

Tickets must be purchased in advance, and Food Ti
no later tha20h Novembédnr catering purposes.
Please make cheques or postal orders payable to ACW
enclose a S.A.E.
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ACWS i NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The American Civil War Society Ltd (a company limited by guarantee, number 2610962)
hereby gives NOTICE that ités AGM will be
1pm prompt at the Alsager Civic Centre, Alsager, Cheshire ST7 2AE.

If you are a current member and have any nominations for posts of Directors or Army Com-
manders of the Society and/or you have any agenda items appropriate for the AGM, then put
them in writing as soon as possible addressed to the Secretary ACWS, P O Box 52 Brig-
house, West Yorkshire HD6 1JQ. These MUST be received at this location by NO LATER
than Saturday 3rd October 2009.

Nominations for other than existing post holders have to be signed by the nominee and pro-
posed by at least one other current member, who must also sign the nomination. The nomi-
nee may submit a short address for circulation to the membership to support their candida-
ture.

The current Directors are standing for re-election as at the date of this notice are as follows:-

Chairman - Mike Bussey
Secretary - Philip Clark
Treasurer - lan Morris
Membership - Miss Claire Morris
Health & Safety - Tony Radcliffe
Marketing - Roger Willison-Gray
Confederate Army

Representative - Lee Fairlee
Communications - Mrs Val Holt

Mrs Viv Corbishley is standing down as Projects Director and Mr Andrew Hopwood has been
duly proposed and seconded as the new Projects Director. Mrs Corbishley is proposed and
seconded as a non-Executive Director (i.e. a director without portfolio).

The current Army Commanders are standing for re-election as at the date of this notice as
follows:-

Federal - Tim Davies (a Director)

Confederate - Bill Brown (not a Director, hence Confederate Rep on Board)

Once relevant inputs have been received, the AGM Agenda can be put together and the ap-
propriate documentation sent to you before the AGM.

Please note, only current members of ACWS are entitled to vote at the AGM or to submit
proxy forms. Members who wish to attend the meting are asked to bring their membership
cards to the AGM to help validation, admission and/or voting if necessary.

For and on behalf of the Board

Philip Clark

Company Secretary and Director

26" July 2009

NB: Alsager is easily accessible from M6 jj16. Civic Centre in the middle of Alsager, near to
cross road traffic lights.



PROJECTS REPORT

Hello Everyone,

Here we are at over halfway through
the season, the last 3 events have
happened: Market Deeping, Hingham
and Cusworth, and we have done
what was asked of us and maybe
more.

Market Deeping: Once again, a very
disappointing turnout from our
members but a fantastic weekend for
all those who attended. It was a
carnival event with a march, but the
transport was fun, to the start of the
parade, an open top bus! The route
was about 1% miles long, but it did
seem a lot longer, both armies
acquitted themselves well considering
we had a postage stamp to fight on,
due to the artillery being placed in the
middle of the arena nearly muzzle to
muzzle! Although there was plenty of
space to begin with. We had lots of
interest from the public and plenty of
questions etc, and | do believe we
even picked up one or two new
members. | (Viv) would like to say a
big Thank you to all the drummers who
turned up and Congratulations to John
Fairfield for all the effort he went to
contacting these people. It really did
make the parade, we could hear you
coming from some considerable way
off. See the letter of thanks from the
sponsors printed herewith.

Hingham: This was a brilliant event in
a small Norfolk market town, the
birthplace of Abraham Lincolns

ancestors. The event was to celebrate
the bicentennial of Abraham Lincolns
Birth. The townsfolk were very
accommodating, obliging, and
delighted with everything we did. We
camped in the middle of the town, with
easy access to the pub, shops, and
tea room. There was a small parade
through the town on the Saturday
followed by living history and some
firing displays. Unfortunately, Roger
had a nasty accident when an
ambul ance decided
and twos just as he was mounting
Aister. Roger ended up on the road
with a broken collarbone and a nasty
bump on the head, and the horse
ended up on her side in the road as
well. Although it was very nasty at the
time, Aister recovered within a couple
of days, and Roger is still recovering
having had an operation to put his
collarbone back together again. Well
done to all the members who sprang
into action to form a human cordon,
helped with the horses and directed
the traffic. Also, Christian Sprakes did
a sterling job informing the public what
was going on without alarming anyone
and liaising with the people on site.
The parade went ahead an hour late
and no-one complained or moved from
where they were lined up waiting to
watch.

There was a Blue Grass concert in
the local community hall in the evening
which was very much enjoyed by all
who went and there was loads of food
supplied afterwards. So much so that
the leftovers were brought over to the
camp afterwards.

On the Sunday afternoon there was a
short parade to the church (the largest
in Norfolk ) followed by a service to
commemorate Lincol
very well organised by members of the
Society and an extremely enjoyable
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service.

An amazing weekend, dominated by
talking to the public.

Well done to Roger for organising this
event so well, just a pity he missed it!
Cusworth Hall: the second time we
have been to this location, the first
being last year. All we can say is well
done everyone, overall everyone was
happy. The Saturday battle, maybe not
as fluid as it could have been, was
good, with all stops being pulled out on
Sunday. The sponsors are very
impressed with us, and find us
approachable and accommodating,
they especially mentioned our ability to
talk to the public and our displays that
we set out for them to look at. We are
pretty sure that we will be returning to
Cusworth in the future.

By the time you read this Sheffield will
be a memory but we will still have the
Tatton Old Hall event at Tatton Park
12™ -13™ September. This event is
growing in momentum and Tatton are
keen to work with
are simple, | ook
and Tatton will look after us. So plenty
of Living History, scenarios around the
camps, and talking to the public! and a
thundering good battle on each day to
round off the season. Could we also
point out that the park is 5000 acres,
and that we are the only event of note
that weekend.

Access is from 12.30 Friday.

The gates will close for access/ exit to/
from the park at 23.00 on Friday night
and Saturday 21.00. Sunday 19.00.
Wel | that dés all
you at Tatton, hopefully we will have a
record attendance.

Regards,

Viv Corbishley and Andy Hopwood
The Projects Team
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Mutterings

Here we are in August and the season
is almost over. We have had some
really cracking events this year. A big
thank you to the projects team for their
efforts.
| want to thank Griff and Neil Hoddle
for the wonderful photographs they
have taken this year., and for allowing
me to use them to put together a
colour feature in the centre of this
newsletter. | had so many to chose
from | wish | could have filled the
whole thing with them. Someone sent
me the cavalryman, which | used as
the cover picture, without telling me
who it was, so | am unable to give the
photographer the credit for the picture.
If it was you, let me know who you are
USand QRHG the! \Fﬁ&dg[ﬁp}ﬁér twas? &b
aft tcRdit cad R biveR vhars it isRiebP |
You will also see that the society has
received two letters from sponsors
thanking us for our efforts and one
from John Fairfield expressing his
personal thanks to the drummers who
answered his call to attend Market
Deeping. It is always nice to know the
society is appreciated.
The Secretary has given a
comprehensive report on Hingham, so
| will make no further comment on that,
except to see to those who could not
ol ks,
There | have had my say. Looking
forward to the rest of the season.

DONOGT
YOUR DANCE TICKETS!
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ROCKINGHAM CASTLE
15th May 2009

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
RE-ENACTMENT
| wanted to write to express my
appreciation for the excellent weekend
that you organised over the bank
holiday 3rd & 4th May 2009.

The organisation of the weekend was,
from my perspectives, as professional
as | could have hoped for. The pre
planning and time spent carrying out
reconnaissance was well spent and
resulted in an event which ran
faultlessly. Your encampments, which
were beautifully laid out, were
fascinating and visitors were clearly
enjoying a glimpse in to times past and
having an opportunity to chat to your
members.

The main pitch battle was outstanding.
The site albeit rather steep for
participants was perfect from the
perspective of the spectator in that the
entire battlefield was visible to all
throughout. The battle choreographer
did a great job ensuring that there was
constant activity.

The day following your departure there
was almost no evidence of your having
been here, well done.

Please be kind enough to convey my
thanks to all your members without
whom there would have been no
event.

Andrew Norman

Operations Manager

The Estate Office, Rockingham Castle,
Market Harborough, Leicestershire,
LEI16 8TH

MARKET DEEPING
Dear Viv

| would like to thank you both
personally and on behalf of the
Deepings Lions Club for the
magnificent way in which the ACWS
supported our 2009 Carnival. | can
assure you that you exceeded our
expectations and delighted us all with
the activities that you undertook for us.
The highlight was of course the re-
enactment which thrilled the crowds
around the arena. Taking part in the
Carnival Parade was a challenge for
your group not only because of the
distance involved but also due to the
hot weather and was greatly
appreciated both by our Lions
Members and by those lining the
Streets.

The re-enactment commentator added
to the whole show with the details of
the history of the battle and of the
soldiers and weapons used. The
pyrotechnics were wonderfully
explosive and gave vivid realism to the
event.

| hope that your members enjoyed
their visit to Market Deeping. Please
thank them on behalf of the Deeping
Lions Club, the citizens of Market
Deeping, Deeping St James and
surrounding towns and villages.

A member of the Deeping Lions said
at the end of the event, "How do we
follow that next year?" I'm not sure but
it will be a heck of a challenge.

Yours sincerely

T.R. Felton
Deepings Lions Club
5th July 2009



A LETTER OF THANKS FROM
JOHN FAIRFIELD

| would like to take this opportunity to
thank all my present and retired
drummers for their support at this
event.

The first to answer the call was the
one and only Nathan Parkin of the
Sharpe Shooters.

The next was Owen Paul who
travelled from Swansea to support us.
This young man is making a career in
music. He is already in a band and
they have made a C.D. Three days
before he travelled, he won a talent
competition.

Then we come to two brothers, Jason
and Michael Savage, who were my
first drummers when | took over the
Band. Jason is a person who picked
up the beatings more quickly than
anyone | have known. | advised him to
go and join a Pipe Band, where the
drumming is a lot harder than ours. He
ended up in one of the best Pipe
Bands in the Midlands. He won two
Solo drumming competitions. Then we
come to Michael 'the hard faced one'.
He has been with me from the
beginning. He is the anchorman of this
Band. He has very rarely let me down
and is one of our best drummers in the
Band. If anyone should deserve a
medal for long service, it is Michael.
Next we have the Barrett Family,
Roberta, Neil and Sam. They are
having a year out at the moment. On
Friday before | left home to travel to
the event, | had a phone call from
Roberta offering her help. Now Sam is
going to make a career as a Musician.
he can play the drums, guitar and
violin. A very talented lad.

Next we come to the work horses of
the Parade. Dependable Nick Cole
from the 19th and a newcomer from

the Signals, big Lawrence Trent.

If we wouldn't have had them, we
would not have been able to bring the
massive Base Drum on Parade. | think
that they also deserve a medal.

Now we come to our new Drum Major
Eddy, who has taken this year off, but
when he heard that we would be short
of drummers, he volunteered his
services and travelled from Liverpool
for the day, good on you Eddy.

From the Society and myself, thank
you to all drummers for their support.

Cabar Feidh ( my old Regimental
Battle Cry),

Ms Maureen F Tray
Mayor of Market Deeping

The Mayor of Market Deeping
expressed a wish to be dressed
18606s style for
and | was happy and indeed honoured
to be able to oblige her request with
an outfit of mine which for some
unknown reason has shrunk whilst in
storage over a couple of seasons.

Val Holt
Editor
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